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1 My Fellow-members of the Sons of the Revolution:— 
: We are assembled to-day on historic ground. All the 


o> region about us was trodden by soldiers of the Continental 
» Army with feet so badly protected that Washington was 
ie obliged unsuccessfully to offer a reward for the best sub- 
ec,’ stituteyford sHoesymade\dutvot Gawdhides 
° One hundred and thirty-two years ago the Continental 
. Army pitched its tents and made its huts on the hillside 
«2 yonder, and on Militia Hill, which lies behind us, where it 
y-Yemained for thirty-nine days—a longer period than at any 


~ other place in Pennsylvania, except Valley Forge. 
& 


with. p 


> 


5 Chestnut Hill lay three miles away in its front, and beyond 
~ 7was the British Army under Sir William Howe (the only 
{> Bntish Army in America since the surrender of Burgoyne) 
3 closely withdrawn, since the battle of Germantown, within 
SS its strong entrenchments, which extended from Kensington 
& on the Delaware to the Schuylkill at Callowhill Street, and 
: consisted of a succession of strong redoubts connected by 


~~ 


<<) abatis. 


It was the same Continental Army, practically under the 

same officers, that I described to you in detail upon a former 

> _ occasion when we visited its camping ground upon the banks 
“Sof the Neshaminy, increased by reinforcements and depleted 
hy the dead and wounded it had lost at Brandywine, Paoli 
‘and Germantown, and by the sick who had dropped out 
because of exposure and neglect. Three months had elapsed 


since the army left its quiet camp at Neshaminy, and within 
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that time it had marched as far south as Wilmington, had 
suffered defeat at Brandywine, had marched as far to the 
west as the Warren Tavern, as far to the north as Potts 
Grove, and then, by easy stages down to Whitemarsh, where 
we now are. On its way here it had lost the Battle of Ger- 
mantown. ‘The right wing reached this place by the way of 
the Skippack Road, which lies before us, and the left wing 
marched down the Morris Road a few miles yonder to the 
north. The territory within the points I have named is known 
as the seat of the Revolutionary .War in Pennsylvania. 
Through this seat of war the main army marched and coun- 
termarched, and sent out detachments hither and thither for 
various purposes until the inhabitants along nearly all the 
roads that traversed it became familiar with the sight of its 
officers and men. The soldiers of the army stopped at their 
doors on their weary marches and the officers made their 
quarters in their homes. There were no bright spots in this 
campaign to lift up the spirits of these poorly clad and poorly 
fed Continentals. When they looked back over it from here 
they found nothing in the retrospect but discouragement and 
defeat. The spirit that sustained them came not from their 
environment. They were uplifted by the spirit that was 
within. In addition to all their misfortunes which were be- 
yond control, they had just cause for the dissatisfaction that 
prevailed throughout the Camp arising from the unsatisfactory 
way in which their rank was adjusted and the unsatisfactory 
treatment they received from an inefficient government. 

The transfer of the seat of war to Pennsylvania endowed 
with a deep and lasting interest the places which lie about 
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us, and we, as a Society composed of the descendants of the 
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soldiers of the Revolution, do well to commemorate the events 
associated with these places and keep them ever fresh in the 
minds of the people. 

The campaign of 1777 began at Neshaminy late in August 
and ended here before the middle of December. It was one 
of the most important campaigns of the War and included 
within its scope the hard fighting at Brandywine, Paoli, Ger- 
mantown, Fort Mifflin and Fort Mercer; the skirmishes that 
took place here, at the foot of Chestnut Hill and other places 
as well as long marches under the depressing weight of de- 
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feat. We remember this army in its open camp at Nesham- 
iny with their troubles before them, waiting to learn the des- 
tination of Howe’s fleet, not knowing whether to move toward 
the Hudson or to the southward, harassed by nothing but 
their perplexities in those pleasant August days. We find 
them here after their terrible experiences, amid the rigors and 
discomforts of winter, dejected, but not dismayed, defiantly 
intrenched in a strong position, with a powerful, well-dis- 
ciplined, well-equipped and superior European army in their 
front. 

The story of the historical events that transpired here may 
be briefly told. 

The army arrived here November 2d, 1777. It at once 
built a redoubt on its extreme right, on the high ground above 
the Bethlehem Road, which commanded that road. ‘This 
redoubt is still there as the Continental soldiers built it, and 
is of supreme interest to us, though not a shot was fired at it, 


and it was not found to be necessary to fire a shot over its 


5 


= — sqerTRreneerenRT RET 
en CR Em NNR TN YT OE RT RE Oe ARES ER a A A ET RR I TTT RTE 


. _ aly i 7 
it 
’ 
j 
A 
i ; 
i i 
ae ; 
' i 
fen 
» wday ‘ 
ip) aap Gaal 
} ri 
ne ag 
y : 4 ' 
. Ne peg Z 
it wi r oahye sent, nt iw bya 
pi bel 
, 
‘ \ Aenad 
) SE i 
4 ‘ ¥ 4 
i ) 1" 
i > ’ if 
y «i 7 ® af £ 
j 7 ' 
‘ : { é Lyk O'> is : 
j : - 
eR 5 AW hin ee eee oo Joo 
sles 2 ; oe et Rei. i> JOE “itl am (OVA OSbt 8 A 
bit f Libk a ERbRC. 28 
, \ ' | 
»!/ ty 7 eh at * AL ehae 
\ . ut) , 
} ; yf ey 16 ais 
‘ P Us 1} 
ad ¥i 7 Jj  h 
=2 { wTh 1 OG w ,fl0y Giese 25) ty ion) 
6 
+e - 
? - i ug 
j ‘ ott fom aes id poweol L Bey ia 
; ‘a ts — + ot = ee 
P gs ‘ LAr wine DE oO} TO ii sk ad a 


4 al? sway teem A dewanola Seok InP dabizolqyey) edt 


ek eee t 


. seqneariaeare Siatial on! aalis ont 
% | dtu Va bee) 
; ‘ + joa td ‘oo we io eho! 


ib-ll luluewroa 2 ditw .nodReq gaere a mi bedonorat 


a7 
te 
ie stjowicl ‘Hon ups-liow 
k 1 ae 4 a i ‘ 
| . +, 2 cn ae 
; ‘ cate { 4 ouapie 
Wer reid ter? sieve Ison oauenil on 2  Viow 
fay 
Tm y t " 
+ \ 
r. Nis i ar » 
‘ Me gt 
’ f a Lp oR pee c oP fs 
he heot isd! bsbasrmmags i; sin ‘did rodolil 
: 
4 Ch * 
7 5 ey a | 7 a Pe ‘ 
asf, “A tie if 4 a 
Rie 4 Bw et LIC bRS tt oF © F me 
: Y i Fi, v s ny Fart 
ie both esw tode a ton dguoill’ ar ot “Rovola « ore, oq Yoo 
wh 26 Do aya 
ai > Jock o SH of WANS Se OF 


breastworks. What fighting there was in this neighborhood 
took place further to the eastward. 

The camp of the army was laid out, three miles in length, 
along the southern slope of the range of hills that runs from 
that redoubt to the eastward; the left wing lying nearly oppo- 
site Edge Hill. They threw up entrenchments in their front, 
and cut down trees, which, with their branches extending 
outward, formed a sort of improvised abatis. Their position 
was further protected by a creek known as Sandy Run, 
which ran along the foot of these hills from one end of the 
camp to the other and beyond. Washington made his head- 
guarters at the house of George Emlen, near the centre of the 
army, at the foot of the hills on the inside of Sandy Run. 
Here he was visited by many distinguished-men, both in the 
civil and military life of the times, and by a Committee of 
Congress. 

The army fit for duty consisted, when it arrived at White- 
marsh, of 8313 Continental troops and 2717 militia. They 
were ragged and half naked, without shoes or blankets, in 
consequence of which there was much sickness. A\ll the sick 
were sent to improvised hospitals in their rear. They were 
without money—not having received their October or Novem- 
ber pay. They seldom had more than a day or two’s pro- 
visions ahead and often not that—either of meat or bread. 

Washington watched from this camp, with keen interest, 
the magnificent struggle going on below Philadelphia to main- 
tain the defenses of the Delaware, going upon one occasion 
to the top of the Chew House in Germantown to overlook 
the situation, but owing to the doggedness of Gates in neg- 
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lecting to send him reinforcements from the Northern Army 
he was not able to do for the relief of those fortifications all 
that he anxiously desired. It was while here that Washing- 
ton heard the discouraging news of the fall of Fort Mifflin and 
Fort Mercer. While here Washington was constantly an- 
noyed by the machinations of the Conway Cabal. It was 
from here that he administered his dignified and withering re- 
buke to Conway. The army had passed through this cam- 
paign with such rapidity that Washington had been -without 
his baggage since the middle of September. ‘The settlements 
about the army were filled with tories. It was here that 
General Stephen was court martialled and dismissed the 
service. Lafayette, who had held a commission as Major 
General for three months without a command commensurate 
with his rank, was becoming very much dissatisfied, and Wash- 
ington was able to show his esteem for him by giving him 
command of Stephen’s Division. 

A council of war was held here on November 24th to con- 
sider the question of an attack upon the British in Philadel- 
phia, and Washington went to the west side of the Schuylkill 
to reconnoiter the enemy’s works. Eleven of the more con- 
servative members of the council wisely voted against the 
advisability of such an attack and only four voted in favor of 
it. These impulsive four were Wayne, Scott, Sterling and 
Woodford. Wagons were converted into magazines to pro- 
tect the ammunition from the weather. Many of the men 
made rude huts for their shelter out of such material as 
they could find, as there were not tents enough to go round. 
With the exception of a few days late in November the 
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weather was stormy and very cold. During the early days 
of the camp the ground was covered with snow. 

Tardily toward the end of November, Washington’s Army 
received large reinforcements from the Northern Army 
amounting to about 5500 men, including Poor's, Wamer’s, 
Patterson’s, Learned’s and Glover’s brigades, Morgan’s corps 
of riflemen and Lee’s, Jackson’s, Webb’s and Bailey’s regi- 
ments. 

All detachments which had been sent out from this army 
were called in about the first of December, as information had 
reached headquarters that it was the intention of General Howe 
to make an attack upon the American camp. 

Even the men who later had been sent away with the bag- 
gage who had clothing and shoes sufficient to enable them to 
do duty were called back. 

Howe had received large reinforcements from the army 
in New York, and as early as November 27th he wrote to 
the Ministry that a forward movement against the enemy 
would immediately take place. 

Having left a small garrison behind under General Leslie, 
the whole Bnitish Army under General Howe left Philadel- 
phia at one o'clock (after midnight) on the morning of Friday, 
December 5th. The right wing under Cornwallis marched 
out the Germantown Road, and the left wing under Knyp- 
hausen marched by the Ridge Road along the Schuylkill. A 
few dragoons were in the advance of the right wing, followed 
by two battalions of light infantry commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Abercrombie and Major Maitland. These dragoons 
and light infantry were attacked by a party of Continental 
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troops under the gallant and vigilant Captain Allen McLane 
before they reached Germantown, and he it was who re- 
ported to Washington the approach of the enemy. 

The Bnitish Army reached Chestnut Hill before daylight 
on the 5th of December. From there (stretched out before 
them) they could see the camp fires of the Continental Aimy, 
along the hills of Whitemarsh, and, guided by them, they 
formed their lines, built their own camp fires, and rested on 
their arms until daybreak, which at that season of the year 
did not occur until nearly seven o’clock. The pickets of the 
two armies exchanged shots continually during the night. 

The British Army came out without its tents or baggage, 
expecting, no doubt, with unwarranted assurance, to make a 
short campaign of it, and easily, as they boasted, dispose of 
their enemies. Nor did they carry with them more than two 
days’ provisions, for at two o'clock on the morning of the 7th 
it was found necessary to send out to them a supply from 
Philadelphia escorted by the 40th, the 55th and the 7Ist 
regiments. This strong escort was deemed necessary because 

the wagon train was long, and because they had a proper ap- 
preciation of the danger to which it was exposed within the 
lines of the Continental Army. 

The alarm guns were fired from the Continental camp 
when the British camp fires appeared along the top of Chestnut 
Hill, and the Continental troops repaired to their alarm posts. 
The baggage of the Continental Army was sent to the Trappe, 
and the Pennsylvania Militia, 600 strong, under General 

James Irvine, which was posted on Militia Hill, behind us, 
“was sent out to skirmish with the enemy’s advance parties. 
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The second battalion of British light infantry was in the ad- 
vance when the head of the army reached the foot of Chestnut 
Hill. As the Pennsylvania Militia approached, a British 
company of riflemen under Lieutenant Armstrong advanced 
rapidly to the front and were immediately attacked by the 
Pennsylvania Militia. The militia succeeded in almost sur- 
rounding them, when, from his perilous position, Lieutenant 
Armstrong sounded an alarm that brought to his assistance 
the British light infantry. After this but two or three volleys 
were fired when the militia retreated precipitately with a loss 
of forty killed, wounded and prisoners. Among the wounded 


was General Irvine, their commander, who lost three fingers, 


received a severe contusion in the head and was taken a pris- 


oner to Philadelphia. The enemy lost about twelve killed 
and wounded, among the latter being Sir James Murray. 
This discrepancy in the fatalities arose, no doubt, from the 
fact that the Pennsylvania Militia were not so direct in their 
fire as the trained British soldiery. 

The British Army proceeded cautiously, after this skirmish, 
up the Bethlehem Road on the morning of the 5th, and before 
they reached Flourtown turned to the right and took a strong 
position in the woods in front of the American camp, about a 
mile and a half distant from it, along a range of hills which 
ran parallel with and were higher than those upon which the 
Continental Army was encamped. Along these hills they lay 
inactively during the remainder of the 5th and the whole of 
Saturday the 6th of December. 

General Howe having satisfied himself during that time 
that the American right was too strong to be successfully 
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STONE ERECTED BY THE SONS OF THE REVOLUTION TO MARK THE SITE OF THE 
REDOUBT AT WHITEMARSH 
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attacked, moved his army at one o'clock on the morning of 
Sunday the 7th, still further to the eastward along the same 
range of hills, until his right rested on the Limekiln Road 
below Edge Hill, about half a mile east of the point where 
the Church Road crosses Willow Grove Avenue. His left q 
lay opposite the American centre. For the protection of this 
movement the first and second battalions of British light in- 
fantry divested themselves of their blankets and accoutrements 
and scoured the woods in front of the American line for about 
two miles, driving the Continental scouts and pickets within 
their lines. ; 

The British Army was formed into three lines, the first 
consisting of the first and second battalions of light infantry, 
chasseurs and rifle corps. The second of the first and second 
battalions of British grenadiers, and the seventh and twenty- 
sixth battalions of Hessian grenadiers. The third line con- 
sisted of the first and second brigades of British infantry, some 
battalions of Hessians, and the sixteenth and seventeenth regi- 
ments of light dragoons. 

The American line of battle was also composed of three 
lines; the right wing under command of General Sullivan, 
and the left wing under command of General Greene. The 
front line consisted of the Pennsylvania Militia, Smallwood’s, 
the Second Maryland, Wayne’s, Second Pennsylvania, Poor's, 
North Carolina, Leamed’s, Patterson’s, Weedon’s, Muhlen- 
berg’s and the Maryland Militia. The second line consisted 
of Maxwell’s, Conway’s, Woodford’s, Scott’s, Huntington’s 
and Varnum’s. Glover’s brigade (forming the reserve) made 
the third line. Morgan’s rifle corps formed on the left of the 
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Maryland Militia, and Webb’s regiment on the right of the 
Pennsylvania Militia. These corps and the militia were to 
act in detachment, and not in solid or compact bodies, and 
were to skirmish with and harass the enemy as much as pos- 
sible, taking special care to gain their flanks and rear if possi- 
ble. Bland’s and Baylor’s regiments of light dragoons were 
to be annexed to the right wing and by small detachments 
to watch the movements of the enemy, giving intelligence 
thereof and to see that the enemy did -not gain the 
flanks of the army without their knowledge. Moylan’s and 
Sheldon’s regiments were to be annexed to the left wing for 
the same purposes. ‘The horse were to draw up in the inter- 
vals between the Continental troops and the militia upon the 
right and left of each wing. The park of artillery was to 
be divided between the wings and the rear of the front line. 
All these elaborate formations were for a battle that did not 
take place because the British, who had thrown down the 
gauntlet, which the Americans took up, failed to make good 
their challenge. 

During the morning of Sunday the 7th, however, Major 
General Grey, with his brigade of light infantry of the 
guards, queen’s rangers, Hessian and Anspach chasseurs, ad- 


~ vanced from the British left over the rolling country that 


lies between these hills, toward the American centre. About 
noon Colonel Charles Webb’s second Connecticut regiment 
of the line, supported by the militia brigade of General Potter, 
was sent out from the American camp to harass this corps; 
and at the request of Washington, General John Cadwalader 
and General Joseph Reed, who were visiting at headquarters, 
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also went out to observe this advance of the enemy and ascer- 
tain, if possible, their plan of attack. These volunteer gen- 
erals, together with General Potter, endeavored to draw up 
the American troops in the woods, with a view to flanking 
the enemy, but their efforts were unsuccessful. The Ameri- 
cans, after a short skirmish, were obliged to retreat with the 
loss of many killed and wounded. Among them was Captain 
Amos Walbridge, who was wounded in the head, and Lieu- 
tenant John Harris, who was killed, both of the Connecticut 
line. General Reed made a narrow escape, having had 
his horse shot under him. 

Later in the day of the 7th, Lieutenant Colonel Aber- 
crombie at the head of the first and second battalions of 
Bnitish light infantry, chasseurs and rifle corps was sent out 
with orders to lie upon their arms as soon as they reached 
the banks of Sandy Run in front of the American camp. 
The British grenadiers marched one hundred yards in their 
rear, and the first and second Bniish .brigades, some Hes- 
sians and the sixteenth and seventeenth regiments of light 
dragoons, marched at the same distance behind the grenadiers. 
This more formidable movement naturally gave rise to the 
impression within the American camp that an attack upon 
their works by the British Army was imminent. A scatter- 
ing fire had been kept up by Morgan’s riflemen as a skirmishing 
party during the day. When this forward movement of the 
British Army began, and an attack was anticipated, Morgan, 
with his rifle corps, was ordered to move forward and attack 
their advanced and flanking parties. Similar orders were 
given to Colonel Mordecai Gist, who commanded about two 
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hundred Maryland Militia. Att first the British advance broke 
and fled in disorder under the vigorous fire of Morgan’s men. 
The Bnitish, however, were soon reinforced by a column of 
infantry and rallied. The American forces were outnum- 
bered two to one. The Maryland Militia broke and ran, 
having sustained a loss of sixteen or seventeen men killed 
and wounded. The whole British fire was then concentrated 
upon Morgan’s corps, threatening their flank, and they were 
forced to retreat. 

This move of the British forces turned out, however, to be 
but a feint. The Continentals were not in the least intimidated 
by it, and as it looked very dangerous up there to the British 
from their insecure position behind Sandy Run, they did not 
remain long. 

The next and last aggressive move in the military opera- 
tions at Whitemarsh was made by the Americans. “Toward 
sunset on the 7th, after Grey’s detachment had rejoined the 
main army, after, indeed, the Bntish had given it up, Mor- 
gan’s riflemen, reinforced by five chosen men from each regi- 
ment in Varnum’s and Huntington’s brigades, advanced and 
took a strong position on elevated ground near Edge Hill. 
They had with them cannon that had been brought down 
from the Northern Army, where they had helped to bring 
about the surrender of Burgoyne. A hot fire was opened 
upon the British right by the Americans. They were im- 
mediately and vigorously attacked by Lord Cornwallis from 
his right wing, with the first battalion of light infantry, sup- 
ported by the thirty-third regiment, and a hot fight ensued, 
which was sustained for some time with great resolution. 
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Finally Morgan and his men were repulsed with considerable 
loss, amounting to twenty-seven killed and wounded. Among 


! 

i 

| the former was Major Morris, of Morgan’s corps, a brave and 
f 


ae SY SgieteLd mca 


gallant officer, who was held in high esteem by the Marquis 
Lafayette, who made provision for his family. Morgan suc- 


ceeded, however, in bringing his men off in order, taking his 
cannon with him. 


The British stated their losses at Whitemarsh to be as 
follows: one lieutenant, three sergeants, twenty-four rank and 
file killed; three lieutenants, four sergeants, fifty-séven rank 
and file wounded; thirty-three rank and file missing. 

The British had found the centre and left of the Amencan 
camp as strong and impregnable as they had found the night. 
They therefore held a council of general officers, in front of 
the British lines, at which “it was judged prudent to desist 
from the intended attack.” Thereupon the whole Bnitish 
Army fell back on the night of Sunday the 7th, lighted their 
camp fires, and laid down in their humiliation to rest. 

Prudence is not at best a good military word. It is not 
descriptive of the qualities that accomplish great military deeds, 
nor of the qualities one would expect to find in an aggressive 
standing army that marched out a few miles into the country, 
with great martial display, against an army of rebels it intended 

to disperse. If prudence had any proper place in such an 
army it would seem to have been within the comfortable se- 
curity of its Philadelphia quarters, where courage was not 
required, and not out here after the army had met its enemy, 
at the end of its march, face to face. This was not the place 


. for prudence where the situation it had made required all the 
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courage this standing army could command. But it seems to 
have been otherwise with this fine British Army when it was 
confronted by the bold attitude of its Continental enemies in 
the hills of Whitemarsh. Whatever courage this gallant army 
may have had in Philadelphia, or had brought out with it, 
was exchanged for prudence after it had realized upon this 
ground the real work it had to do. 

All this firing on that Sunday at Whitemarsh was listened 
to in terror by the inmates of the quiet homes of this remote 
countryside. : 

During these military movements at Whitemarsh, which 
lasted for nearly four days, the men of both armies slept on 
their arms, and in their boots and clothes. Each army kept 
its pickets constantly out to watch the movements of the other. 
Light skirmishing was constantly going on, and firing was 
kept up between the pickets during the night. The weather 
was extremely cold. 

Those were strained and active days at Whitemarsh. ‘The 
struggle for the independence of the colonies was concentrated 
here in those four days. The armed forces involved in that 
struggle were here. It was one of the few places in the his- 
tory of the war where the two main armies met face to face, 
certainly with hostile intent so far as the British were con- 
cerned. The Americans had reason to believe that that intent 
would be carried out, and they were not afraid of it. It is 
for the British historian to explain why, instead of the few 
skirmishes I have mentioned, there did not occur here one of 
the notable battles of the war. 

You will have noticed that while we speak of this his- 
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torical event in the War of the Revolution as ““Whitemarsh,”’ 


only the right of the army was in the township of that name. 
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Washington’s headquarters, the centre and left of the army, 
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and the skirmishes between the troops which took place on 
Sunday, were to the eastward, in the townships of Upper 
Dublin, Springfield and Cheltenham, and not near the Bethle- 
hem Road. ; 


The area over which the fighting was done was about a 
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mile and a half square. You can form some idea of the 
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scene of the skirmishes between those two armies if you 
will walk along the Church Road from St. Thomas’ Church 
to the point where that road crosses Willow Grove Avenue. 

The rear guard of the British Army, under command of 
Lord Cornwallis, quitted Edge Hill about four o’clock on 
the afternoon of the 8th, and Major General Grey, with the 
rest of the British Army, retired from his post about the same 
time. 

These troops marched back by the Limekiln and the Old 
York Roads burning, pillaging and destroying as they went, 
venting upon the innocent and defenceless the wrath of their 
mortification and disappointment, and seeking in vengeance 
that which they had failed to achieve in valor. 

The whole British Army was back within its fortifications 
in Philadelphia at nine o’clock that night. 

This was the second time General Howe had cautiously 
reconnoitered the position of Washington’s Army, strongly 
entrenched on high ground in his front. He had stormed the 
entrenchments at Bunker Hill, and had seen his troops driven 


back again and again with terrible slaughter. Once after 
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that, when the plan of his campaign lay across New Jersey in 
the early part of this year of 1777, with the capture of Phila- 
delphia as his object, he paused before Washington’s Army in 
the hills at Middlebrook with his thoughts full of his terrible 
experiences at Bunker Hill, and rather than take the conse- 
quences of an attack he changed his plan of campaign and 
approached Philadelphia by the circuitous way of the Chesa- 
peake. When he had brought his reinforced army out of 
Philadelphia to Whitemarsh, with the intention, as he had an- 
nounced to the Ministry, of giving battle to the Continental 
Army and found that army in the hills before us, the same 
dread came again into his mind, and after remaining in the 
front of Washington’s Army for the greater part of four days 
he returned in humiliation to Philadelphia. His army came 
out with great pomp, like that army in Flanders, and marched 
back again amid the derision of the whole population of 
Philadelphia. 

Andre, that close observer of the personnel of the Con- 
tinental Army, was there, and Comwallis, and the kindly and 
honest Knyphausen with his strong and predatory Hessians; 
Grey, who had surprised Wayne’s unfortified camp at Paoli, 
and all the array of the British Army were there to witness 
this fine spectacle of these ragged Continentals whom they had 
twice defeated during the campaign in open battle, standing 
defiantly in their entrenchments, not budging an inch, waiting 
patiently to hurl them back if they should have the courage to 
attack them. 

The Continental Army was not well disciplined at that 
time. It was chiefly made up of young men who had been 
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soldiers for only a short time. There were no veterans in it. 
All the discipline the army ever had was acquired afterwards 
at Valley Forge. 

The British did not come out with the dash one might have 
expected from so fine an army. On the contrary, their move- 
ments were cautious, hesitating—almost timid. They took a 
strong position in the hills, at a safe distance, where they 
remained for nearly two days without doing anything, and 
then moved on, stil! seeking the security of the hills, and after 
two or three skirmishes in which, in every instance, the Ameri- 
cans were the attacking party, they went away, having accom- 
plished nothing. It may be said that the Americans were too 
strongly entrenched. Their entrenchments hardly compen- 
sated for the want of the many things they were without, and 
with which the British Army was so plentifully supplied. 
They did not balance the account between them. The two 
armies would have been greatly unequal if the fortifications 
had been taken away. It would have been folly to have 
given them up—to have come ovt of them to accommodate 
their enemies by fighting them on unequal terms in the open 
field. Yet those, it seems, were the only terms upon which the 
British Army would fight. The result of the military move- 
ment at Whitemarsh cannot fairly be called a drawn battle. 
It was a substantial victory for the Americans. 

We wonder, as we contemplate it, and study its details, 
how it was possible. Beth armies, with the exception of the 
Hessians were of the same great Anglo-Saxon race, but the » 
British forces had everything, and the poor Continentals had 
almost nothing. The British were comfortably housed, well 
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fed, well armed, well trained and disciplined, well clothed, 
well paid, superior in numbers, successful. “The Continental 
soldiers were in want of all these absolute essentials of a vic- 
toricus army. In addition to their struggles with the enemy 
their lives were spent in one continual struggle with want and 
suffering, in situations that were almost unbearable. If we 
were to place two such armies as these in the balance, under 
ordinary circumstances, the result would not be doubt- 
ful. The disparity between them would seem to justify 
the arrogance of the British Army. It is necessary to seek 
further for the result as it actually turned out to be. There 
we find the solution. The one was made up of the crea- ‘ 
tures of an unjust, tyrannical, oppressive power, with its 
cruel, military hirelings. The other was composed of a band 
of patriots out here poorly sheltered, in these bleak hills, fight- 
ing for the preservation of its liberties, its honor, its homes and 
its firesides, with a man at its head whom an English historian 
has said “‘was the noblest figure that ever stood in the forefront 
of a nation’s life.” ; 

The campaign of 1777 was over, and it became necessary 
to provide winter quarters for the troops. So on the I Ith of 
December the camp at Whitemarsh was broken and the Con- 
tinental Army took up its sad, dreary march along this Skip- 
pack road that runs in front of us on their way to build their 
huts and endure their sufferings in the bleak hills of Valley 
Forge. 

The roads were frozen hard, and in the words of Washing- 
ton, “You might have tracked the army from Whitemarsh to 
Valley Forge by the blood of their feet.” 
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To Camnrmorate the One Hundred and Thirty-second 
Anniversary of the Going Into Winter Quarters of 
the American Army at Walley Barge in 1772 


Huda Afternoon, Berember 19, LOT 


At Hour o’Oloack 
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O Lorp of Hosts! Almighty King! 
Behold the sacrifice we bring: 

To every arm ‘Thy strength impart; 
Thy Spirit shed through every heart. 


Wake in our breast the living fires, 
The holy faith that warmed our sires; 
Thy hand hath made our nation free; 
To die for her is serving Thee. 


Be Thou a pillared flame to show 
The midnight snare, the silent foe; 
And when the battle thunders loud, 
Still guide us in its moving cloud. 


God of all nations! Sovereign Lord! 

In Thy dread Name we draw the sword, 
We lift the starry flag on high 

That fills with light our stormy sky. 


From treason’s rent, from murder’s stain, 
Guard Thou its folds till peace shall reign, 
Till fort and ficld, till shore and sea, 

Join our loud anthem, praise to Thee! 


q Then the Minister shall read the following sentences of Holy 
Scripture :—I will remember the works of the Lord and call to mind 
Thy wonders of old time.—Psatm ixxvu. 11. 


O that men would therefore praise the Lord for His goodness, 
and declare the wondcrs that He doeth for the children of men.— 
Psaum cvu. 21. 

q Lhen the Minister shall say:—Let us pray. 


q Then, all kneeling, the Minister and the people shall say the 
Lord’s prayer. 


q Then likewise he shall say:—O Lord, open Thou cur lips. 
Answer :—And our mouth shall show forth Thy praise. 


q Here, all standing up, the Minister shall say:—Glory be to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 


Answer:—As it was in the pas is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 


Minister :—Praise ye the Lord. 
Answer:—The Lord’s name be praised. 


q Then shall be sung Psalm xcviii, Cantate Domino, and Psalm 


‘xcix, Dominus regnavit. 


(20137 


: “gece hi Ai ea Sa ean Ath EA EELS LSS SS : TF 
Ln eee EE. 


‘ ry 
.. 
\ i, 
ie 8 


tien. 
sd Arts ee fis ‘vere’ ould Whodbt r 
gine wil nom ree oR 


& aa 5 ; 
piv iE etd Jana 
i wey -t doh ah 
cy } I 
eT $500 of yoPSa te FF 
tT ‘ i 
‘ YW r 43 
Oy i pe Lite DY yet 
‘ 1 } bee! oy ? 
ue + rer) HT a Wan 
‘ r 1 ‘ i f ay 
ui 4 sf Ly F ! Aik » 
y 1 ¢ J) On Se} 


r 
j 
' . OF 
| - 1 neh) 
\ , , 
is { 
i 1 
‘ . ‘ > 4 
- ; 
; H j 
) j 
* ‘ Y win & iy % He 
\ 
rt i % 
“iy 
t ( 3 


Pad vroli——tqgne Node waleipM ot or qubhinte tts jovwld op 


‘ Se Te] rs a4 
“ . ; ¢ gr ee ee hts 
a i att of Dae io adit of ba grodied ae 
ee Pee iter of. eal wt ad = eau SP eh “: > i! 
U Hans I Loft , St Saari Gott af waw jl ale of TROGIR, 


ratio hinow 


Wy 
i aye me ide sd di 
i : 4 4 e vie 
; i i : ie 
a ; ’ } a 


Os tll it ee a te oe 


aa gil Ni ee i lint, a 
ann (eee etal Si BS ic : 
7 


A 
& 


L Gece, 


Sits fe 


a 


Sy 


Fat Sy ’ RS net eae 2S PPR RT 
A Loh fet, * 


i 
Ee 
t 


wd 


4 
, 
' 


- 
y 
i 


5 


Psalm xcviii, Cantate Domino. 


O sinc unto the Lord a new song: for he hath done marvelous 
things. 

With his own right hand, and with his holy arm: hath he gotten 
himself the victory. 

The Lord declared his salvation: his righteousness hath he openly 
showed in the sight of the heathen. 


He hath remembered his mercy and truth toward the house of 
Isracl: and all the ends of the world have seen the salvation of our 
God. 

Show yourselves joyful unto the Lord, all ye lands: sing, rejoice, 
and give thanks. 

Praise the Lord upon the harp: sing to the harp with a psalm 
of thanksgiving. 

With trumpets also and shawms: O show yourselves joyful before 
the Lord, the King. 

Let the sea make a noise, and all that therein is: the round world, 
and they that dwell therein. 

Let the floods clap their hands, and let the hills be joyful together 
before the Lord: for he is come to judge the earth. 


With righteousness shall he judge the world: and the people with 
equity. 


Psalm aciz, Dominus regnavit. 


Tue Lord is King, be the people never so impatient: he sitteth 
between the Cherubim, be the earth never so unquiet. 

The Lord is great in Sion: and high above all people. 

They shall give thanks unto thy Name: which is great, wonderful, 
and holy. 

The King’s power loveth judgment: thou hast prepared equity, 
thou hast executed judgment and righteousness in Jacob. 

O magnify the Lord our God: and fall down before his footstool; 
for he is holy. 

Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among such as 
call upon his Name: these called upon the Lord, and he heard them. 

He spake unto them out of the cloudy pillar: for they kept his 
testimonies, and the law that he gave them. 

Thou heardest them, O Lord our God: thou forgavest them, O 
God, and punishedst their own inventions. 


O magnify the Lord our God, and worship him upon his holy 
hill: for the Lord our God is holy. 


Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 


. 


q Then shall be read for the First Lesson the Thirty-second 
Chapter of the Book of Jeremiah, from the twenty-seventh to the 
thirty-seventh verse. 


gq After which shall be sung or said the Hymn called Magnificat, 
as followeth: 
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Music in Eb by J. EE. Wrst 
My soun doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in 
God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnificd me: and holy is his Name. 


And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all genera- 
tions. 


He hath showed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the 
proud in the imagination of their hearts. 


He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted 
the humble and meek. 


He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath 
sent empty away. 


He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: as he 
promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 


gq For the Second Lesson shall be read the Fourth Chapter of the 
Epistle of S. Paul to the Iiphesians to the seventeenth verse. 


gq And after that shall be sung or said the Hymn called Nunc 
diinittis, as followeth: 
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Music in Eb by J. EE. West 
Loxp, now lettest thou Thy servant depart in peace: according to 
thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation. 
Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people; 


To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy 
people Israel. 


Gq Then shall be said the Apostles’ Creed by the Minister and the 
people, all standing. 


q Then the Minister shall say:—The Lord be with you. 


Answer:—And with thy spirit. 


Minister :—Let us pray. 

O Lord, show Thy mercy upon us. 

Answer:—And grant us Thy salvation. 

Minister:—O Lord, save the State. 

Answer:—And mercifully hear us when we call upon Thee. 
Minister:—Endue Thy ministers with righteousness. 
Answer:—And make Thy chosen people joyful. 

Minister :—O Lord, save Thy people. 

Answer :—And bless Thine inheritance. 

Minister :—Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
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Answer:—For it is Thou, Lord, only that makest us dwell in 


Safety. 
Minister :—O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
Answer:—And take not Thy Holy Spirit from us. 


Collert for the Day 

Gallert for Vrare 

CGullect for Aid Anuinst Perils 

Authem . . . . “Unfold ye portals.” Gounod 


Unrorp, unfold, unfold ye portals everlasting: With welcome to 
receive Him ascending on high. Behold the King of Glory, He 
mounts up through the sky. Back to the heavenly mansions hasting. 
Unfold for lo the King comes nigh. But who is He, the King of 
Glory? He who Death overcame, the Lord in battle mighty. Of 
hosts He is the Lord,—of angels and of powers, the King of Glory is 
the King of the saints. Unfold, unfold, unfold. For lo the King 
comes nigh. 


A Yrayer for the President of the Wuited Dtates 
and All in Authority 


A Yrayer for Conaress 
II Gur. XIII. 14 


q Then shall be sung the Hymn 606. 


Fieur the good fight with all thy might, 
Christ is thy strength, and Christ thy right; 
Lay hold on life, and it shall be 

Thy joy and crown eternally. 


Run the straight race through Gou’s good grace, 
4 Lift up thine eyes, and seek His face; 

Life with its way before us lies, 

Christ is the path, and Christ the prize. 


Cast care aside, lean on thy Guide; 

His boundless mercy will provide; 
Trust, and thy trusting soul shall prove 
Christ is its life, and Christ its love. 


Faint not nor fear, His arms are near; 
He changeth not, and thou art dear; 
Only believe, and thou shalt see 

That Christ is all in all to thee. 
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Here will follow the sermon by the Rev. Louis C. Wasuburn, 
S.T.D., Rector of Christ Church, and member of the Society. 


g hen shall be sung 
A Patriatic Eiymut* (Tune, “Ancient of Days.”) 


Lorp Gop of hosts, who led our fathers hither 
And gaye this western strand to freedom’s cause, 
We praise Thy name, whose mercies never wither, 
And pledge obedience to Thy righteous laws. 


Our fathers hoped in Thee and trusted surely; 
Thou didst deliver by Thy mighty hand; 

Under the shadow of ‘hy wings securely 
Dwelt they at freedom in this favored land. 


To us their sons give of Thy grace abounding 
That we may cherish liberty and law, 

By justice strong all baser breeds confounding 
Who hold not ‘Thee, nor righteousness in awe. 


From foes without and foes within assailing 
Keep Thou our country through the changing days, 
From Mammon’s pride and anarchy’s prevailing 
Guard Thou the state and prosper all her ways. 


O God we pray through centuries unceasing 
That this dear land may be with freedom bright 
In justice strong and ever still increasing 
In peace and health, prosperity and right. 


q Then the Minister shall say this 
Gallert 


O Almighty God, the Sovereign Ruler of all the world, in whose 
hand is power and might which none is able to withstand, we bless and 
magnify Thy great and glorious name for Thy mercies to this, our 
land. And we beseech Thee, give us grace to improve them to Thy 
glory, the advancement of Thy kingdom, the honor of our country, and 
as much as in us l‘eth, to the good of all mankind. And we beseech 
Thee, give us such a sense of Thy great mercy as may engage us in a 
true thankfulness, such as will appear in our lives, by an humble, 
holy, and obedient walking before Thee all our days, through Jesvs 
Curisr our Lord, to whom with Thee and the Holy Spirit be all honor 
and glory, world without end. Amen. 


*Dedicated to the National Society of the Sons of the Revolution 
by the author, the Rev. Hamilton Schuyler, rector of Trinity Church, 
Trenton, N. J., member of the New Jersey Society. 

January, 1907. 
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Menediction 
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Turovcu the night of doubt and sorrow 
Onward goes the pilgrim band 
Singing songs of expectation, 
Marching to the promised land. 
Clear before us through the darkness 
Gleams and burns the guiding light: 
Brother clasps the hand of brother, 
Stepping fearless through the night. 


One, the light of God’s own presence, 
O’er His ransomed people shed, 
Chasing far the gloom and terror, 
Brightening all the path we tread: 
One, the object of our journey, 
One, the faith which never tires, 
One, the earnest looking forward, 
One, the hope our God inspires. 


One, the strain the lips of thousands 
Lift as from the heart of one; 
One the conflict, one the peril, 
One, the march in God begun: 
One, the gladness of rejoicing 
On the far eternal shore, 
Where the One Almighty Father 
Reigns in love for evermore. 


Onward therefore, pilgrim brothers! 
Onward, with the Cross our aid! 
Bear its shame, and fight its battle, 
Till we rest beneath its shade! 
Soon shall come the great awaking: 
Soon the rending of the tomb; 
Then, the scattering of all shadows, 
And the end of toil and gloom! 


SESSA SGA a aI TL CB ATT ET LSE EES ID BIOTA AIR AOE Set Aa enn a 5h oe 


» EEN Le, ae SSS ee ee 


‘a sina ain ! 
gitiod « evils 
taal 2: 
 Sperbbnven fille 

q tered att i 


® Me it 
adirohaly Ny to gelasdiaae 
ee ‘Gon ih 


at rf 


1 
i 


N. MANCHI 


ER, INDIANA 46¢ 


ay ET 


ster yh Steet 


meres 


SVN Tyg gt yninsinc dE 


